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We went to the Review of the Japanese Government Report for Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW)!

Report on Lobbying and Listening at the 63rd CEDAW Session 

Disabled Peoples' International Women's Network, Japan

http://dwnj.chobi.net/

Brief Explanation before Reporting

CEDAW:

Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women

Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women

Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women

International convention adopted in 1979 by the UN General Assembly.

The Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women was established in 1982 as a review body for the implementation status of the CEDAW.

Japan ratified the CEDAW in 1985 to become the 72nd member state.

As of July 2015, there are 189 state members, of which 99 countries signed the CEDAW.

CEDAW: Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women

Role: Reviews the member states' reports on implementation status three times a year and reports the results at the UN General Assembly and issues recommendations to the member states.

Membership: Composed of 23 experts independent from their countries. Currently Ms. Yoko Hayashi, a lawyer from Japan, serves as chairperson. She has been on the Committee for three terms.

The other members, in addition to Ms. Hayashi, are legal experts (labor law, family law, DV law, etc.), personnel from private organizations for women's rights, women who served as high level government officials, etc., from Turkey, Qatar, France, Jamaica, Paraguay, Algeria, Finland, Egypt, Ghana, Lebanon, Israel, Bangladesh, Lithuania, Slovenia, Nigeria, Mauritius, Brazil, East Timor, Italy, Switzerland, Croatia, and China.

Progress of the Review of the Japanese Government Report

The first government report (initial report) was submitted in 1987, and the report was reviewed in 1988.

Thereafter, member states submit periodic reports for consideration by the Committee basically every four years. (Article 18)

Follow-up items in the concluding observation in the previous review (2009)

•Amendment of the Civil Code (equalization of the minimum age for marriage for both sexes, abolition of the period to ban remarriage, adoption of the system to choose separate family names for spouses, and abolition of discrimination against children born out of marriage: The obligations undertaken under the Convention should not be solely dependent on the results of public opinions surveys, but on its obligations to align national laws with the provisions of the Convention. (Paragraph 18)

•Adoption of temporary special measures: (The Committee urges the Japanese government to adopt temporary special measures in the areas of women employment and participation in political and public life. (Paragraph 28)

2008

April The government submitted the sixth report (Periodic Report) to the CEDAW.

November  NGO briefing at the pre-session working group to discuss the list of Issues (LOI).

December  The CEDAW’s LOI was issued.

2009

April  The government submitted replies to the CEDAW’s LOI.

June  The NGO report was submitted to the Japan NGO Network for CEDAW (JNNC) and CEDAW.

July  The 44th session: Review of the Japanese government report/NGO briefing.

August  Recommendations (concluding observations) were issued (including the two follow-up items for two years later).

2010

August  Ms. Simonovic, who is in charge of the follow-up of Japan, was invited to make presentations in Japan.

2011

July  NGO report on the follow-up items was submitted to the CEDAW.

August  The government’s replies on the follow-up items were submitted to the CEDAW.

November  The CEDAW issued observations to the government’s replies (including the instruction to re-submit).

2012

January  The JNNC issued observations on the CEDAW’s observations on the follow-up items.

November  The government submitted additional replies on the follow-up items to the CEDAW.

2013

September  The CEDAW issued observations on the government’s replies. (Request to report in the next report)

Japanese Government's Move After Receiving the Previous Recommendation

What the Japanese government reports as its progress since the previous review (2009) to the UN are;

•Amendment of the Civil Code regarding children born out of marriage (December 2013)

•Deliberation on the system to choose separate family names for spouses (Returned to the Diet after the full bench)

•Deliberation on equalization of the minimum age for marriage for both sexes (Not achieved)

•As the full bench of the court ruled that the period to ban remarriage of women was　unconstitutional, the law is to be amended (for the cases of exceeding 100 days and no child)

•With regard to positive action, the measures which deadline and numeric goals are set in the third gender equality plan (Dec 2010) have been implemented. (As a result, however, the progress toward gender equality has not yet been achieved.) 

Process Leading to the Review

2014  Commencement of the review of the 7th and 8th reports

September  The government submitted the 7th and 8th reports to the CEDAW.

2015

July  Pre-session working group (to deliberate the LOI)

  NGO briefing

August  The CEDAW issued the LOI.

Winter  The government submitted replies based on the LOI to the CEDAW.

2016

January  NGO report was submitted to the JNNC and CEDAW.

February  The 63rd session: Review of the Japanese government report/NGO briefing

March  The CEDAW issued the concluding observations. 

  The evaluation by NGO was issued (through internal meeting, etc.)

Venue of the Review: Geneva

Approx. 15 hours of flight from Japan with a stopover at a European city

The city, at the southwestern coast of Lake Leman in western Switzerland, has the United Nations European headquarters, Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, etc.

Palais des Nations

The review of the Japanese government report was conducted at Palais des Nations, one of the UN buildings. A palace-like building and conference hall are built on a vast site, which was formerly owned by a distinguished family in Geneva. Even peacocks roam the site. Lake Leman can be seen from the building.

Schedule at the United Nations

February 15

  AM
Opening ceremony of the 63rd CEDAW session. The session is held between February 15 and March 4.

  Lunch time
Private meeting

  PM
NGO briefing (Iceland, Japan, Mongolia, and Sweden)

February 16

  AM
Review of the Japanese  government report

  PM
Review of the Japanese government report

  Late afternoon
NGO’s closing reception

Japan NGO Network for CEDAW (JNNC)

JNNC is a coalition of approximately 40 NGOs in Japan, which have worked together to reflect the CEDAW to the government policy in Japan.

JNNC submitted the report to the pre-session working group at the 63rd session. At the same time, they submitted the report, which contains the latest information and recommendations from member NGOs in early 2016. Eighty people participated in lobbying in Geneva. http://www.jaiwr.org/jnnc/

Preparation of DPI Women's Network Japan

Preparation of materials in Japan

Packing materials in bags after arriving in Geneva

Making appointments with individual CEDAW members.

Group formulation by theme

Group 1
Social participation of women with disabilities

Group 2
Gender statistics/employment

Group 3
Violence/abuse & counseling/support

Group 4
Access to medical care and others

Preparatory meeting in Geneva

Lobbying at the UN

Prior to the review of the Japanese government report by the CEDAW, individual interviews were conducted with CEDAW members: Ms. Zou (China: Rapporteur), Ms. Schulz (Switzerland: Social participation), Ms. Gbedemah (Ghana: Violence), Ms. Bruun (Finland: Employment), Ms. Jahan (Bangladesh: Education), and Ms. Pimentel (Brazil: Lawyer → abortion of babies with disabilities).

Interviews with Persons Concerned

Interviewed Ms. Catalina Devandas, special rapporteur on the Rights of Persons with disabilities, and her assistant Albert, and Ms. Victoria Lee, International Disability Alliance (IDA). Also visited the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) to interview Ms. Facundo Chavez (wheelchair user: advisor on disabilities) and Ms. Hattori (in charge of the rights of children).

Recommendation Issued to the Japanese Government (Excerpt)

63rd session of the CEDAW; dated March 7, 2016

 13(c): Enact comprehensive anti-discrimination legislation that prohibits multiple/intersectional forms of discrimination against women belonging to various minority groups, and protect them from harassment and violence, in line with General Recommendation No. 28 (2010) on core obligations of States parties.

 18/19/30/31: Concern regarding low participation of women with disabilities, etc., in political and public activities and decision-making positions/The Committee calls upon the government to take concrete temporary special measures by legislation (including quota system). 

 22 (c)/23: Concern regarding situations in which women with disabilities, etc., who are victims of violence including domestic violence are reluctant to report their cases/The Committee strongly urges the government to amend the penal code, encourage reporting, ensure shelters available for women victims, conduct training for personnel, etc.

 24/25: The Committee recommends the government to conduct surveys on victims of forced sterilizations (70% concerned women), prosecute and, if convicted, adequately punish perpetrators, provide the victims with assistance to access legal remedies, compensation and rehabilitative services, etc.

 32(f)/33: The Committee calls upon the government to eliminate all obstacles to access to education for women with disabilities and migrants and provide information in the next periodic report.

 34 (e)/35: Concern regarding intersectional discrimination against women with disabilities, etc., in employment/The Committee calls upon the government to conduct surveys on employment and provide gender statistics.

 46/47: Concern that indigenous and ethnic minority, women with disabilities, LBT women, migrant women, etc., continue to have limited access to health, education, employment, and public life/The Committee calls upon the government to vigorously pursue efforts aimed at eliminating multiple and intersecting forms of discrimination mentioned above.

Thank you!  We appreciate the support for making it possible for us to conduct lobbying in group.

Fundraising by cloud funding (Japan Giving)

Support for activities by pro bono (A-Con)

Appearance on media (newspapers such as Asahi Shimbun and Mainichi Shimbun)

Due to cloud funding and many supporters who donated, 11 persons associated with DPI Women's Network Japan could conduct lobbying at the United Nations. We really appreciate the support.
